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subsidized by the British Government may have done them some harm,
and indeed cynics say that this was in the minds of the authorities when
Communist help was originally enlisted. A more important factor was
their isolation from nearly all politically-minded Indians, In 1945 they
found themselves devoid of influence. Once again the prospects of Indian
Communism had been jeopardized by the need to put Russian interests
first.
For the first year or two after the War, while the U.S.S.R. was still
co-operating with the Western powers, guidance from Moscow was
uncertain and often confused. Left to their own devices, the Indian
Communists began by following the 'right' strategy and sought to regain
lost ground by co-operation with the Indian Nationalist Congress and
the Moslem League. This soon proved impracticable. The left wing, led
by Ranadive, gained the upper hand. The Communist Party in India
then attacked Congress fiercely and at the same time applied its main
energies to fomenting rebellion in Telingana. Strong action by the
Government of India soon made them change their tactics and a 'right*
strategy, based on support of Nehru and against the alleged reactionary
Sardar Vallabhbhbai Patel, was followed until a few months after India
attained independence in August 1947.
By 1947 relations between the U.S.S.R. and the West had become
seriously strained and from the Communist point of view there was no
longer anything to be gained by moderation. The Zdhanov report to the
first meeting of the newly formed Cominform marked the adoption once
more of an extreme 'left* strategy. That strategy was particularly applic-
able to India which at that time was regarded by Moscow with hostility,
as the alleged tool of the U.S.A. and the U.K. In India itself the times
appeared propitious for violent Communist activities. The Punjab
massacres just after the Transfer of Power seemed to portend a general
breakdown of law and order, while in Hyderabad the struggle over the
position of the State in the new India had resulted in complete chaos
and serious outbreaks of Communist-inspired violence. The Communist
Party of India considered that revolution was imminent and embarked on
wholesale war against the State. The Home Minister of the Government
of West Bengal, in which State violence was widespread, stated in the
spring of 1948 that 'the Communist Party's long-term plan is to wage a
ceaseless campaign, open and underground, for the next six months, in
preparation for a projected armed rising and a violent seizure of power*.
A typical pamphlet issued by the Communist Party of India at this time,
urged people to 'attack the murderous Congress Government and tear to